Constitution of Wath-upon-Dearne Morris Men
1. The Name

“Wath-upon-Dearne Morris Men” are a body of men drawn into association to dance the “Morris” (see note 1)

Any person or group of persons leaving the team will forfeit his / their right to use the name.

2. Eligibility / Membership

Anyone who is capable of dancing or playing for the morris will be eligible for membership.  Anyone who has taken part in the ritual of the morris with the Wath Morris Team (as a dancer, musician or in some other capacity) in a costume associated with that team, shall be deemed a member or (if it is 12 months or more since his last appearance as defined above) a past member of the team.

3. A.G.M.

a) The AGM must be held in September.
b) All members of the team must be notified of the proposed meeting at least 14 days in advance

c) The business of the AGM shall include:

a. A Squire’s, Bagman’s and Treasurer’s report. 
b. The election of officers for the following 12 months.

c. Decisions as to which Ring Meetings, weekends of dance, etc. the team wishes to attend in the next year.

d. and any extraordinary business

d) The election of officers takes place in the following order

a. Squire

b. Bagman

c. Treasurer

Nomination with proposer and seconder should be in 7 days before the AGM.  Those nominated may give their reasons for wanting the post to those present at the AGM but must be absent during the voting.  Voting will be conducted on a transferable vote system eliminating one contender at each stage until a consensus is reached or until any contender has more than half the votes cast.
4. The Officers

a. The Squire is responsible for the team in all areas not covered by the other two officers.  He is the man who decides what will be danced in his term of office and, in agreement with the bagman, where and when the team will dance.  The election of the Squire takes place at the AGM and the office is held for one year.  The current Squire is eligible for re-election.

b. The Bagman is the secretary.  His job is to write and answer all letters, emails etc.  The bagman is responsible for the updating and scope of the team’s web presence.  The election of the Bagman takes place at the AGM and the office is held for one year.  The current Bagman is eligible for re-election.

c. The Treasurer is responsible for keeping the books and finances in good order.  He must, on request, grant any team member access to the books within 7 days.  At the AGM he must present the accounts for the previous 12 months.  The election of the Treasurer takes place at the AGM and the office is held for one year.  The current Treasurer is eligible for re-election.

d. The Forman is chosen by the Squire should he require a Foreman.  The Foreman is “teacher” of the team and should be the best and/or most knowledgeable member of the team who is prepared to do the job.  He may coerce any other member, who he thinks would be able to teach specific aspects of the Morris better than he, to act as temporary Foreman

5. Extra-Ordinary General Meeting

From time to time it may be necessary to call an EGM.  Notice shall be given to all members at lease 14 days in advance.  An EGM must be convened if any of the officers retire during their year of office.  Other than that, an EGM can only be called if at least one third of the members of the team write down their wish to have such a meeting and the usual 14 days notice is given to the other members.

6. The Constitution

The Constitution can only be altered at an AGM or EGM and only if two thirds of those present agree with any proposed changes.
Note 1.
“Morris” shall be defined as male ritual dance originating in the British Isles and as such shall include:  Cotswold Morris; Sword; Rapper; Border Morris; Clog Stepping; Lancashire Clog Morris; Mumming; Molly Dancing and other similar traditions.


